one came through the door and listened beside me, and
asked me to keep people away from the door. I went to
tell the people on that side to keep well away, and the
man went back through the door. I suppose he was one
of the stewards and locked the door behind him when he
went back. An instant later, the riot began, and I'm
afraid I ran for it."

She was thankful as she spoke that she had heard in
time what Rhesus and Old Megabyzus had said. Philip
kept his eyes upon her. The tale agreed with what he
had heard, and yet, he had a suspicion: it was plain
that he had a suspicion.

Macedonia said, "When we were in Athens, one of the
men from a rival company came round the dressing-
rooms just before we were to go on for the second ballet,
He had a master-key, and locked us all in; the ballet
was half an hour late in starting; people were stamping
and raging, and Sosthenes had to explain."

"You need fear no rival company here," Philip saii
"You are without possible rival."

"To go back to yesterday's meeting," Macedonia said.
"Probably the stewards locked both the doors between
the house and the stage the instant the riot began. That
was a standing order at the Old Winter Palace, if you
remember."

"I remember well," Theodora said.
Philip seemed satisfied that this might have been the
case. At any rate, he now had another line of enquiry
to follow. Theodora felt certain that he had come to
the theatre to ask her about the door. She had never
trusted the man. She was sure, now, that there had been
a plot to murder, and that Philip not only knew about it,
but was much concerned by its failure.
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